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Coutrteous Reader, 


S Ignorance, Atfieiſm, and Prophaneſs hith at. 
ayes abound:d in the World, fo never more than 
at this day ; and not only fo, but even amongft the 
2ealons and well meaning People - thu Nation, there have 

Fo all [ubtile endeavours. uſed, as far as the temper of the 

People could bear it, to wheel them round about to the Gates of 

Rome arain. A nd theſe endeavours bave nat been without 

great ſucceſs, even in the Churches of Chriſt, corrupting their 

Principles, and wounding the <very heart of Religion among 

- Jome of them, And beſides this mortal growing diſeaſe, there 

is a notorious careleſneſs in the moſt, of preſerving the Grounds 
of Religion in purity, either by py preaching or catechiſung, 'mſo- 

much as there is groung to fear our diſtempers Will grow paſt 
remedy, wileſs God, by forte gracious means or other put a flop - 
tothat Currant of Errour, Which through the Atheifm-of = 
ſome, and Ignorance of others, is let out, aud runneth with 
amighty ftream ; the ſence whereof hath engaged me to write 
ſe following lines which 1 entreat thee to read and _— 

And if thow-beeſt not fully ſatisfied in every point, if 1 may * 

know the reaſon thereof in word or writing, or in any ſuch way - 

2 


fatisfie thee. But if T ſhould be fallen upon by = railing 

Scorner y. gr one whoſe C, anfidence out-runs bis Underſtanding, 
and all ſober mens: alſo, it is like 1 may take ſittle notice of 
him. So commending my Lines to thy conſideration, and my 
prayers to the Lord for thy profiting ; as alſodefiring a ſhare 
in. thine, if. thou. beeſt one that uſeſt to call upon his Name, 


I reſt 


- Thy Friend: and Servant: in- the Work 
of CHRIST, | 
W.S. 
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' 1s more inconfiftent with the Being of a God, . than to own a 
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Prot FOdlen ore tre gre 7 Ho ATT 0 
Preſervatrve againſt AtHeELSM 
| Queſtion, | | | 
on”. Hat do you judge is the needful wark, of the day 2? 
' and amongſt the reſt, thig-for one, The layipg: - -. 
down ſuch foundations and. principles of Religi- _ 
to its antient Purity, and preſerve it therein. 
Queſt. What do jou thinkof the many Catechiſms that have been imployed . 
eAnſw. Many have done wogthily in opening the Commandments of 
God, and in ſhewing the ufe of Chriſt's Ordinances ; and ſeveral parts- 
or-not conſidering, how the world is-over-ſpread, partly with Atheiſm, 
and partly with Ignorance, have mifled of thatwhich 1s the main, and- 
Quelt. hat are thoſe weighty Truths, or ſome of them, that ſhould ber 
farther ſpoken to? | 9 
Being of a God. _ | 
Queſt. Deo you judge that needful?* | 
open face inthe Raxters ; and how-it appeats:un the lives of multitudes, . - 7 
18 to0 manifeſt, For how domen. at this dayy ſwear for or againſt any - 
vate as ſuperftitiogs and ridiculous; which they in publickſubſcribe to,.. 
as if it were gqod and ſutable to.the mind of God. ; wh many hike Abo- -Y 
doings if they did from the hear: believe thar there 9a Gd Fo be 


ak Fo ootr FRO Tore HDR A ue. 
ana ERROUR  —» 
Anſwer, The day calls for many needful works; 
an and Godlineſs, as may through God's bleſſing, recover Religion 1n-- 
1 this ſervice ? 
of Truth have been uſefully opened : but yet through their not kno 
ſaid lirtle, or nothing, to that whichris of moſt concerninent. 
Anſw,. This for one, namely, The undoubted-and unqueſtionable | 
Anſw. Yea: for ut 18 not ſolong fince ;Athaſm appeared witli by 
Thing that Rands wib-themrpeclens advantage, and lafigh at that in pri- 
minations,' which men could never confian;ly.rcun on in the cougle 


—_— Iniquity ?-- \ Eh a ext, th 
Queſt, How will yu-prove comvinemgly there 1; 6 Goa? . Wes 
.- Moſm.. Firſts - Iris proved by the Creation. of the World: For: 
- altogesber impaidable; for the viable Cieatipnyo greets (elf a bey 

[memidereians:thpg nhich-lm age of man Cant YBuGddy,; 
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Fpolialygive it ſelf a.being ; muct 
" -Jeſe. As forexunple, Where can any Man find a creature in h2xven 
' «or irgearth, induz4 with: Reafon ant U nderftinding, and fo actompli- 
M:d wich Skill, co bring to paſs ſuch excellent works as. he himſelf can 
.do, and yet could he not make himſelf, Buc 1t1s eyident to reaſon, that 
_ zhe firlt of mankind muſt have their Bing from God :. muchleſs could 
# "Man have ſtretched out his hand to the Heavens, and have (et th:m ar 


; muchleſs couldit give a being to any thine Ie | 


ſuch a wonderful diſtance from the Exrth, and have ſtrecched them 
' round about it, and 1s bzſpangled it with Stars, and have given a Be- 
ing to the Sun'& Moon, and have commanded them to keep their courſe 
 toall Gznerations :. neither could hz have made the Earthand the Seas, 
andFhave ſtocked them with ſuch variety of Creatures, and bound them 
in a round lump tozether, and commanded this bulkie maſhe piece to' 
Rand firm in the mid of the Heavens : theſe and ſuch-like Works are 
too Wonderful for any, but only for. Himſelf, who is in M:rcy, Power, 
of imp Fore-knowledge, and all eternal Excellency, Matchl:ſs and 
Infinite. - a IG 
Queſt, But may it not be objefted by au Atheiſt, that all things are by 
Nature? | 4, 
Anſw. Tt may, and is ſo obje&ed commonly ; but the anſwer is rea- 
dy at hand;rtaus ; If ir hould be ſuppoſed that all things are by Niture, 
yet, then of neceſſity this cannorbe denied, that Nature muſt be accom.- 
pliſhed withſuch an Almighty Power, unſearchable Wiſdom, and Won- 
derful Love to the whole Earth, and eſpecially to Mankind, together 
with all thoſe moſt glorious Perfe&tions which we commonly aſcribe to 
God : for moſt evident it is, that He that wrought out the Being, and 
Well-being of all things, is moſt richly furniſhed with the very high- 
eſt Perfe&tons of all Excellency and Goodneſs ; and thists no leſs than 
to confeſs the Being of a God; | | 
Queſt.” Have you ary other proof that there is a God ? 7 307 Ut 
eAnſw. The works of Providence do further evidence the Being of 
a God ; as firſt, The conſtant Preſervation of the whole Creation, that 
all che hoſts of Men and Beatts, Fowls, and all living Creatures, ſhould 
bein a conſtapt courſe of Providence fed every day for thouſands of 
years together ; it evidently ſhews the Fathzrly-care,' Faithfuineſs, 
Wiſdom and Bounty of a God. ' | _— 
Again, if God doth alter his wonted courſe at any time,and make the 
' Heavens Braſs,and the Earth Iron, or bring other ſevere judgements; 
every conſidering man may clearly diſcern, that the abounding Wick- 
edneſle of the Sons of 'Men,' have provaked the Giver of all Goodnefs 
to take his Mercy away,” and nzzyE read in all his troaks;a loud agil 
TY: | Ne —_ 7 fag 
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- all that do confider it, that ef them that love and fear God, and are 


; i $a = : JS EY ; __ Mes as Ho Fe OR 
hand, and return from their evil wayes, Jiow graciouſly doth he-temurh 
to his axdinary, way of ſhewing. Mercy. 7 tt hy pt ET 3 

Alſo,if we do confider his governing the World; irmoftwonderfliks 
ly declares his infinite and eternal Being.” Take theſe inſtances, Firſt, 
the Sun, Moon and Stars, keeping ſo conftanta courſe ordinarily from 
Age to Age : as alſo Day and Night ; Summer and\Winter ; Seed- 
time and Harveſt, f6llowing each other in a-ſetledcourſe.. And if the 
Lord at any «ime alter the courſe of any of his Creatures ; as when the 
Sun and Moon ſtood il in Foſhne's dayes,and came bickity'Hezekiah's 
dayes ten degrees ; the Red-ſea divided in Moſes's dayes,. andthe Ri- 
ver of Jordan driven back, or any like ac done, it alwayes was breueht 
to paſs at ſuch times, and for ſome ſuch noble ends; as that it did al- 
way more abundantly preach forth the Power, Grace, Wiſdom, Taftice, 
and unſpeakable Goodneſs of an Eternal God. | 

Quelt. But how know you that theſe wonderful Works were done >- 

Anſw. Manifeſt it is, that inno age, no not in this we nowlive.in, 
can-any of. the great Works of God: get any credit in the world, tilt 
they are manifelt beyond all-poſſibility of diſpute : therefore there can 
be no ground for a doube, 

Secondly, Confider his Strength, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in governing 
the World, ſs as that his poot People live init. It 1s:moſt manifeſt to 


4 - 


the moſt conſcionable in minding and obſerving his Word, Works and 
Worſhip, that they are very few, few; few, in compariſon of the mul- 
titudes, numberleſs multitudes of blaſpher ous-Atheiſts, Idolaters; 
prophane, unjuſt, deceitful Covenant-breakers, with other like. workers 
of Iniquity ! all ſetting themſelves with open mouth to devour this*lit= 
the Remnant,and diging to Hell for deep Counſels to deftroy themzand 
yet for: all their. unjuſt and. cunning policies, and oft-times operr 
violence exerciſed. againlt them, through: the rick Goodneſs , 'di-. 
vine Wiſdom and Providence of God, they have never yet tezn root- 
ed out of the Earth ; but although -they have been almoſt blorred owe 
with the rage and perſecution of the World, =_ bath the Moſt High 
fill preſerved a little Flock of Lambs amidft a world of wolves; 
who fain would, but never yet.could, wholly devour them:which plain- 
ly proves that there is a God that hath more Power, Wiſdom 8 Goodneſs; 
on all their Enemies haveſtrength or malice, who ever lives -to take 
care of them. $ 
Again, the Signs that God ofterr ſhewerh-in the ſudden-and-unexpe- 
Qedoverturning of their Enemies from time to time,.is of a very con- E: 
FO VINCIDg.: = 
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Quett. Seeing you heve provel the undenbied and certain Being of aGod, 
[4 ; 


| hrs thearar weighty Trath tht Sends in need of preef 


.:zAnſw. The next Truth moſt needful tobe cleared, is the holy Scrip- 
tuzes; tobe the Words and Counſels of God. | 

. Queſt. Hs there any with ds deny them? 

:-xAp[w. Yes, there is ſome dodeny them ; and more would, if fear or 
ſhams-did not Rep their mouths, as appears. by their works. 

- Queſt. hat Books do you mean by holy Scriptures ? | 

. "Anſw, The Writings of CAoſes and the Prophets, till Malachies 
dayes, 'committed to the antient Church of Toy; and received by 
them : as alſo the Books of the New Teſtament, from Matthew to the 
Revelation. 


Queſt. And wherefore do you rejett thoſe Books commonly called Apocry- 


-pha ? do youthink.the Spirit of God had no band in the writing of them ? 


Anſw. It ſeems too hard to conclude; that thoſe that wrote thoſe tc - 
ties, had no Light or aid from the Spiric of God in the writing of them ; 
'they might be good men, and hand forth ſome truths, and uſeful things, 


.2$ many doubtleſs have done both in former and latter Ages, who, al- 


though we may make good uſe of their Books, yet may we not receive 
them as infailible Prophets writings, but receive, or rejeR, or ſuf] 
our judgements, as we ſee they agree or diſagree With the Word of . 
Truth and clear Reaſon, or appear doubtful. | 
_ . Queſt. But #5 there reaſon to take this liberty with thoſe Books ; what are 
your grounds to doubt of their tnfallability ? | 
Anſw. Clear it is, that however there are good Counſels in ſome of 
thoſe Writings, yet they ſeem to be written by ſome Jews in or after 
the captivity,when their light in all probability was much dimmed, and 
not by-the Prophets : Alſo how far from the language and ſtile of the in- 
fallible Spirit of God, thoſe Writings are (ſome of them) is evident : the 
Spirit of God uſeth not to acknowledge infirmity, and a doing as well as 
he can, for he is perfeR, and therefore doth nothing meanly. Again,as 
there be abſurdities not fic to be put upon the holy Spirit (as this for one, 
to go about to make us believe the Devil will befrighted away with 
fmoak) ſo alfo there is one ſtark /ce, ſo rank that a fool may diſcern it ; 
the ſame perſon that ſaith in one place, he is the Son of Ananas, ſaith 
in another, he is. an holy Ange!. There be other exceptions 1 will not 
now ſpend time about ; theſe may ſuſfice to let you ſee ſome ground 
whetefore I'catnot own them tobe of divine Authority. th 
Queſt. But how will you prove that thoſe books, known by the names of the 
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wot Mes TOs art Vs TofUe Wor; of God, 3176 Vee (3fs lt 
to lead men inthe true Path of believing and obedience Fo Life everlaſting © 
: Anſw, Firſt, They may be known by their noble tile; as for exatn- 
ple, When you hear any perſons expreſs themſelves judictouſ] 7, acute- 
ty, in excellent Language, although ,you.nevet ſaw them. before, yet 
may you ſafely conchudethat they are perfons of excellent breedingand 
_ quality, although they ſhoule'appear in never ſo mean ages: So may 
ic much more be concluded concerning the Scriptures? their dialect 
hath that Majeſty, Holineſs, Grace and high Wiſdom in them, moſt 
elegantly manifeſting the perfeions of 'a divine Being in them, . and 
declaring the judiciouſneſs, faitkfulneſs, and perfection of all his Inten- 
tions and Proceedings with'the ſons of men, that it is not likely poſſi- 
ble for any gracious conſidering man, to call there Authority into que» 
tion. | | | : 
Secondly, The blefled Intention and ſcope of them, diſcover them to 
proceed from the holy Spitit; all the Commandments, Threatningy, . 
. . Promiles,Warnings, Counſels & Declarations contained in them, una- 
nimouſly tending to advance Godlineſs in the hearts and lives of men. 
Thirdly, The ſeveral-Do&rines and peints' of Truth contained. in 
them, are ſo wiſely and holily compaSted, Randing in fo ſweet ary Uni- 
on together, and ſo neſſzcarily depending one'upon another, like the 
parts and members of a natural body, moſt camely and beautiful, fo 
thatthe higheſt commendations Chriſt 21ves his Church, in that book' of 
the Cguricles, ' doth much- more belong to that Body of Diviniry het 
forth in the Scriptures, by which ſhe is begorren and'conformed to his 
Image, Add to this the conſideration of the Pen-men thereof, who be- 
ing the Prophets and Apollles, and living in ſeveral Ages, yet without 
Jarr have brought forth this noble werk,; ſo that you may plainly ſee, 
they were all guided by one and the fame holy Spitit in the writing of 
them. . ; © 4% =þ 40 ny 
Fourthly, The Eff:Rs and lively Power of them in the hearts of merr, 
declare from whence they are deſcended; that Which is ſpoken of rheir 
ſoul-ſearching and-powerful piercing nature, Heb, 4. 12. every ſoul 
that ſeriouſly. converſerh with them, findeth true : He that in his ofd 
blind eſtate- took his-heart to'be £00d, when: he'comes to-try it by the 
Scriptures, finds it ſo notoriouſly filthy, "that he abhors himſelf; agd 4s 
it diicoverethfin, ſo it purgeth it out, and makes the carhial heart-fpi-' 
ritual, and brings it unto the Love of God and Holineſs, which be- 
fore he hated, and works it up to the hatred of fin, which before he 1o- 
ved; ſo that its transformung nature plainly theweth ic tobe the 'Words 
EE oli | B (ViElte 
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Anſw. Yea other books may over-come mens judgements, but not. 
trinsform their natures, from carnal to be ſpiritual, from earthlymind- 
edneſs to be heavenly minded, and to bring from the love of fin to the 
love of: holineſs, as this bleſſed Book of the holy Scriptures doth, 

* Fifthty, . The conſtanc fulfilling of the Prophecies of them, preach to 
all men their @ifallibility. God made good his Promiſe to Abrahers, 
Gen.15. as alſo that to David, 2 Sam.7.12, to the 17, Alſo his Threat- 
nings to Jeroboam, I Kings 13.2, As alſo the Promiſes made in the 2d 
of Higgai, and 3d of Malachi, concerning Chriſt's coming to the ſe- 


” 


cond Iemple, which 1s now fallen, Alſo Chriſt's Prophecy of the fall 
of this Temple,and of Jeruſalem, Mar.23.37,38.& 24.2,19,20,21,22. 
Lake 21,20,21,22, 23, 24, 1s alto come to pals. As alſo the Prophecy 
of Paul, 1 Tim, 4. 1,2, 3. is, you fee, fulfilled to a tictle, with many 
more inſtances if need were, all proving their heavenly birth. 


Sixihbly, The unſupportable burthen of a Conſcience, which God-. 
woundeth for fin ; The ſealing Tetiimony of his Love by the Spitit to - 


the ſoul of the true believer ; The gracious Anſwers to ftayers made 
to God in the name of Chriſt, with other like experiences, give to all 
Iracious hearts moſt full aflurance, that the Scriptures were endited by 
the Spirit of God, 

Seventhly, Jehoyah himſelf hath born witneſs of them, that they are 
his words beyond all contradiction. 1. By declaring the ten Command- 
ments with his own Voice, with that terrour as is expreft, Exod. x9. 
and writing them twice with his own hand ; theſe being the erand Law 


on Which the whole Scriptures depend, and being the foundation of alk: 
| Religion, as by and by will appear. © 2. The wonderful Signs and 
Miracles wrought to confirm tifem; as the bringing Iſrael out of Egypt 
through the Red-Sea, and the Wilderneſs, and Fordaz, by apiller of a 


Cloud by day, anda pliller of Fire by night, into Canaan, to the terrour 
of all the Nations round about. . Alſo the Sun {ianding (till, and coming 


back. The ReſurreRion of Chriſt, which will be proved anon : and- © 
the ReſurreQion of others by Chriſt, with other numbeileſs Miracles ; -. 
all preaching to the world, that the Scriptures ate the Counſel and Will . 


of God. : 


heſt. But how ſhall we know that theſe wonders have been wrought, bat . 


by the Scriptures own Teſtimony, or by the Church 2 


Anſw. 1c may be known if this be conſidered, that the Scriptures have - 


alwzyes had, and to this day have,ſo many feigned friends & open ene- 


mies,cicher flatly oppoſing them,ot to their uttermoſt;ſecretly undermi. . 
| ning. 
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fomuch that as tobe: Chriſten cat doube, 'bit-that if here tad: 
poſſibility to have denied the report of "thoſe: Miracles in” & =} 
which they ae ſaid: to be done, the: Warld:could not fave'wa 

lumes enough to have ſhaken the-Fai th of the-Chfitian vo {foÞ4R 
led) longbefore-chis day : bur although the Ew dt "and | 
ned, yer may all thas love them, challenge all their enemies ro vroduge 
one known and approved Anthor, 'that chuck undettakeri to-reprove'the 
report of thoſe glorious Miracles ; and if none-can+be found, then'tave 
we the greateſt aflurance that can be deſired, ! that 'they are certaibly 
tue. 

Eightly, And laſtly, They have a Teſtimony in the coriſciences and 
mouths of thoſe that like not to be ruled by them ; and therefore mike 
as.little uſe of them as poſſible they can in ſetting up Religion, You 
have a clear inſtance of the Papiſts,to go no further. Evident i itis, that 
as many Decrees, Canons, Articles, "Traditions and Ceremonies, ds 
the Church of 'Rowze hath, yer with all theſe and her'Maſs-book, Pope 
and Councils to boor, with all their pretended infalliability, yet they 
cannot have a Religion without the holyScriptures,although 1t be a well= 
known truth that they love them not: For all thoſe that honour and o- 
bey them, and dare not tranſgreſs thoſe blefled Precepts, are the only 
orand -Hereticks with them. And as for ſuch as conform to their aborni- 
nable Idolatries, and ſuperſtitious Inventions, paſs for Catholick peo= 
ple with them, 'although they be-notorious tranſgrefſors"of the Law of 
God: and yet if theſe men did wholly caft off the Scriptures, as ill as 
they love them, their Religion could not have a Being. I am neither 

inſenfkble-nor forgetful, that there ate both fooliſh & ſubtile indeavours 
| byſeveral ſorts: of men, beſides theſe ;' ſome of them-I may meet with 
at.another turn-; others a reaſonable underfianding will anſwer”; ac 
therefore I will % no further in this. ; I61 700. 

Queſt. Have + you not ſome others conſideration low mY Scripewris meet 
ro be opened ?. you ſpakg & little before of the: *Digaley of- _ ten Commund- 
ments; will you prove thoſe ſayings? - 

... Azuſw.. 1 did ſo, and before I'90 further, if think 1e'meet wy thas 
: work; : {pr mow having proved the Scripturestobe of divine Authority; 
we may with all boldneſs apply our ſelvesunro the m,'as x'{afe guide 1h 
Religion. And firſt for the Dignity of the ten Cominandments, it'is 
moſt evident that they are 'a ſuperior Law, on'which all other' Laws its 
the Scriptures depend. For this, ſee Chriſt's vwn Teſtimony, MAR 297 
35; where giving as'the ſum-of that divirie Law, confiſtingin Love'ts 
& and to our Neighbour, he — Þs.in expreſsvords, that the a 
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| on-of the Text, but the'Apoltle Panls, ſee Row, 13.8;9,10, asalſs 


am. '2; $, 9,10;1x, how plainly doth he there call this Law the Royat 
3-andthat this is the.Law where intended, -plainly: appears,. by his 


naming ſome of thei'Precepts of it expteſly. | DJ 
oe OR, | But theſe two Texts, Romans «xd James,  feens-to look to the ſe- 


card Table more than the firſt; muſt we underfland tha whole ten x5 there in- 
tended, alrbough not expreſt ? 

- , Anſw, The whole Law is expreſt truly in thoſe Texts, although nor 
{largely bandled;the Apoſtles bufineſs being to-apply the ſecond Table 
to thoſe preſent caſes ; but Love belongs to-God-as wel as to ourNeigh- 
bour ; and the ſecond Table without the firlt, cannot beevery tittle of 


' the Royal Law ; which yer appeareth more clearly, if yon confider that 
the way to prove our Love to men to be ſincere, is by our Love to God, 
and keeping of his Commandments, x John 5.2,3. And the Commands 


without limitation, are ſaid to be the whole duty of man, E cclef 12.13, 
And:David.founti'the keeping of them all, the only ſafe way of eſcaping 
ſhame, P/al.119.6, And in Pſal. 111. how vehemently he preſſes the 
keeping of thoſe Commands that are the work of God's handg, which 
none were but only the terr Commandments, Exod. 20. theſe he wrote 
wice himſelf; £xed. 32. x5, 16. and Dext. 10, 1, 2,3,4,5. And how 
Moſes exalted them above all o:hex Laws of God, ſee Degr, 4. 10, 
LI,42., | 
Quelt. - Baz can. you by ſome further opemng the point, help our underſtan- 
dings, that we may diſcern tht the while Scriptures do depend upon them # 
 Anſw. Very evident it is in Reaſon, that this Law is.of a Supream 
Authority : for obſerve, the judicial Law clearly dependeth upon it's 
for it is a Law otdaining punithments forthe tranſgreſſions of that high- 
er Law, And as:for the Ceremonial Law,it dependeth upon it plainly; 
for idconſilteth of ſhadows of Chrilt, and+the Grace that comesto the 
world by him; who came to-redeem us from-the curſe of that Law, Gal. 
3.13. Heb.9,15. And from theſe and other-like Texts, we may clearly 
lee that the whole Goſpel dependeth upon that Law-alto :' for it being: 
wanſgtefſed by;aH'mankind,, and-no poſſibility therefore for any man to- 
have life by the-Law, becauſe:it curſed every tranſgreflor without Mer- 
cy : and ſeeing all are gone out of. the way, and are altogether become 
abominable, Pſal;14. &53. and therefore no juſtification: by the Law. 
And. therefore if God: would be ſo gracious as tofave-man, -there lay- 
this neceſſity upott:him: to give/hts Son todie, and through his Blood, to 
vauchſafe his Word, Spit. and Ordinances, and whatſoever tendeth to 
wikie vx to lanRihe- man, and ſoro'fir him for Eternal Life!  Like- 
miſc: 


wiſe the whoſe Scriptures confifling of threatet 


RO 
, 


-againft that Law, or declarations of the judgements that "Rave fallen. 
n the tranſgreſſars of that Law; or promiſes of mercy to thoſe. thar? - : 
obey it, or repent for breaking it ;. or declarations of the b ings ch 
they have had, ot ſhall have, that fove or obſerve ft; or ſome or 
fuch head of DoGrine is held forth in'the'whole Scripturems fome' wa 
relating to that Law, that what Doftrine foever we hear at wy im 
that beareth not a good accord with 'that Law of the ten Command- 
2nts, We are taughr by the Prophet 1ſaiah,to believe that that Teach: 
er bath no light in him, If. 3. 20, Sothat whoſoever will bar'mitd the 
Scriptures, and exeiciſe hjs reaſon, may very well giſcern they alt-de- 
pend upon that Law. a oa 

Queſt. Will you ſhrw us how they be the foundation of all Religion ? . 
 Anſw, Firſt, That which hath been ſaid, is a' full proof that they be 
the foundation of all Religion ; for if they be- the ground of all Re- 
proof, Exaortation, Promiſes, and whatſoever elfeis contained inthe 
Scriptares, then mult they needs be the foundation of all Religion, if 
Religion be to be learned from' the” Scriptures, as ſure it is, and they 
be the Counſels and Words of God, as they have heen proved to be; 

Queſt. But what if the Scriptures be the Words of —_— be 
learned from the Church; - 15 there nothing in bey power #0 order 3n nygnner 
of God's Worſhip, or the time of it , #5 there noveremony or ciiftonie Yawfind 
but what the Scriptures warrant ? yt ONTO FISILAY 

Anſw, No, nothing is Jawful 1n God's Worfhip, bit hrs own'cettatn 
Appointments : He hath by an expreſs Law-bound us* to hearken to his 
Word, and neither atid-nor diminiſh, Dex#, 4:2, 'with many other-like 
Texts. | ;- - WOT TOM. 

' Obje&k. But are we” not as well commanded;not to forſake the Daw bf our 
Mather, as to obey the Commands of our. Father, Pxov, 1 $' & 620, uhd 
z not the Church owr Mother 2 | "4 02. 

Anſw. That Popith interpretation of thoſe Terts, ippears'to be'Ts. 
dolatrous and blaſphemous : the admitting the Chyut#h'to be alaw-ma- 
King Mother, if 'yon compare it With the wordsof »©lnift, 14ar; $ 
where the commandments of: men,*althoigh they werethe pookl & 
condemned for vain worſbip.  Alſ6 Paw! tells vs,Chnift is m all things 
= the Church, Epheſ.-x. 22: and if that ApoRtleunderfiood births 

- there-can be-nothing left for the' Church to order or appoint, ih 
one kindor other, about re ages -bur her wotk lies meerlyin 
Tearching out what her Head by himſelf}, "or by his Minifiry-hath ap. 


Qiieſt; #heo accomnt you Chriſt's AManifiry 2500 000 1441 26h 28 
: | Aznſw:- 
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"7, Mſn. AllzheRea-men of the holy Scriptures, as well thoſe tha 
' "Wrote the Old Teſtament, as thoſe that wrote the New, as appears, 
EN EN EHCETTTREN 
Sik, "Cam naw make it 4 Lithle mort ain to our wlerſtandings, that the 
tugndments paag plain pt nar ulagf, all Relrgion'? | | | 
.. Anſ. That Iſhall indeavour,. andfor that end conſider, there muſt 
be a Law binding all men to the obſervance of God's Wl, before any 
fin can be committed ; and it muſt be a Law of ſuch a nature, as ren- 
. ders the whole wofld guilty before God, according to Rows, 3. 19, and 
| = the ten Commandments, | 


"Queſt. Was there no Religion in the world, tiB the teu Commandment s were 
10x upon Myunt Sinai ? | Rd 
 Anſw, Yea, from the very begipning of the world, but yer not be- 
Fore the ten Commandments were given,for there could bz none with- 
_ out them. 
+... Queſti But how doth it appear that the teu Commandments were gruen to 
dan and all by Poſterity? oh i | n 
Anſw, The Law could not top every -mouth, and bring the whole 
world under guilt, if Adam, the Father of the whole world, were not 
under it, Rom.3. I9, . 
. . Queſt, Doo read of anyother command to him,then toforbear the fruit 
of. the Tree, of knowledge of Good and Eva?  . . Gl, 2713 912r 
. fnſm. Yea ye do, or may dg;: if through careleſneſs and incophde- 
ration we over-look them not : For cant be reaſonably thought, that 
God ſanRified the Sabbath for.no uſe ; which abſurdity cannot be au- 
&ed, if it were not for Adams to keep :' or. that Cazy finned in killing bis 
Brother, if there had been.nno:Law againſt Murthes : or indeed that.cl- 
ther Godlineſs or Righteouſneſs was like to flouriſh.in the world, if apy 
-of the ten Commandments had baep wanting. But further 14.15 = 
- rnat 
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the&"Old Covenant; Heb; 8. And: in. the veb we er ere Ine. 
have the Cauſe of Chriſt's Death, rendered to be for the lans.commitagd. 
484inſt that firſt Covenant. So that itis evident deyond-tontragiftiong 
that if Abel, Enoch, and the godly Batriarchs df+ the. firſt; Ages of the 
world, had'the denifir of 'the Redeemers ibtoad:;/'far otherwiſe they 
could- nor be righteous by Faith, then che New Covenant muſt needs 
be inf force in eAdaws dayes : And EamTſure.no man inhis $ight gain 
will ſay, that the New Covenant is older than the old Covenant ts. 
. Again, can itbe any other than that holy Law which is fo well known 
in the Old Teſtament, that Paul doth mean, when he maketh the work - 
of Redemption to lie in delivering us from. the cmſe:of: the Law; Gal: 
3.13; "& 4.4.5. Trefore they do not: want ignorancez-that have, ſo 
confidently affirmed, that the Sabbath, ' which is one of: the- ren, Words, 
was never given to the Gentiles, neither. by the Law of CMoſes,: nox 
by the Lw of Nature, nor yet by the Law of Chriſt... Seeing itis ſg 
Evident in reaſon to believe, that what: was given to the fr{t Fathers of - 
the:wortd, was given to the World, Andthe' curſe of +that Law that did 
neceſſitate the Death of Chriſt for the World;muſt-needq be tne Worlds 
duty,otherwiſe it could not curfe them ;'but they ſhew+4hemſelves what 
$kilful builders they be. - 3 p07 + 
Quelt. Seeing you charge theſe men ſo home, ſpeak; one word more for the - 
farther clearing of this point ?- JEST? 
 Anſw., Firtt, Then4t 1s- evident to all men, . that as many 4swere - © 
bound to be circumciſed, wete bound to keep the whole Law: . The rea» - 
fon is full in Pauls words, bzyond any reaſonable mans doubt, Gel. 5. 3, 
for if he was bound to keep the whole Law, who was circumciſed ; als 
beit, there might be ſome circumciſed, ,who at that day, .when Paul 
wrote this, it was not their duty; . but theu-ignorance ſo-tovbe-; "How - 
much more muſt they"needs be bound to:keep the-Law,ywho were-bound 
to- bz circumciſed, whether they wete circumciſed or no? exteprihe 
negle& of one duty diſcharged a man of all other due from him'to his - 
God, which I preſume no man will-ſay... So that here remains nothing 
to do but my this, namely, to prove, That alkmen before the coming -. 
of Chriſtin the fleſh, were bound to be circumciſed * 'and if it had nor 
been the Worlds duty-as wall as Iſraels, wherefore ſhouldthe Lord 
threaten to pumifh thenfor the negle@of ir, as he doth ? Ferew.9.25; .' 
26. Sure Goa Will not puniſh them for that Which is no ſin2 and it can 
be no fin to. neglecq that which is no duty. ' Again; Paul in drawing up - 
his Charge againBthe Coloſſians eftite,' 2.13, before their convethon, - 
chargeth them ith the uncifeumeifion -6Ff - rheir leh, which ſure be 
* would: 
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Giri was ntadecknown tothem, hall been theit fin; Agaiti nomame 
eh be ignorant of this, thatftrangers that were not of I(rael, might 
partake with them inall the Priviledges of Religion acceptably, that 
ever read Exod. 12, 48,49. withother-like places : and cattany man 
beſo brutiſh, as to-think'ic was'norell.cheGentiles duty as well-as ſome. 

- df therff; otro think that any of: them coul{have been accepted, if ic 
had been voluntary religian, or will-worſhip, ſo plainly condemneds, - 
Col.2,18,23. Beſides it iymanifeRt, that the very Congregution to whom 
'God proclaimed this Law in Sinaz, confitied of a mixed multitude of 
other People, as well as of Fews, Exad.12.38, Numb. 11.4, Now that 
theſe ten Commandments are the foundation of all Religian, is no way 
hard to conceive;- for becauſe this Law was traniFﬀeſſed, and therefore 
could not ſave man, therefore therewas a neceſſicy of -our. Lords Death - 
ro redeem man, as may by comparing theſe wich other-like Texts toge- 
ther be ſeen, Row.8.3,4. & 10.5. Gal.z. 10,12,13. Heb, $.7,8,9. and 
90.15. And becauſe Chriſt hathredeemed us, therefore the Goſpel is 
neceſſary'to open to the: Sons.of men, 'the”, benefits of- his D2ach :. For 
the raiſing of- Faith 1n_the ſoul,' and the working of us to repentance, 
and for the carrying on of thework of Sanctificacion, the Ordinances of 
the Lord's Supper, Baptiſm, and the reſt of his Appointments,are ne- 
ceſlary, as Preaching, Praying, and all other duties of Piety and God- }. 

. lineſs : the whole body of -Religion hath ſo natural 4 dependance, .one 
part'of Truth upon another, 'and the whole of 4 upon that:Law, -as 15 
clear and eafie to every confidering man t6ungderſtand, 

"Queſt; But is not this Dottrine legal, ant an exalting the Law above the 
Goſpel, in ſaying it # the foundation of Religion ? | 

Anſw. No by no means, no ſuch thing will follow, no more than it 
will follow that the firft Adam is greater than the lecond Adam ;' or the 
darkneſs more excellent than the light, although that was fult created. 

Queſt; - Explain ths pornt as brief 45 you can, 

Anſw, Underſtand ic thus, I call this Lww the Foundation of Reli- 
gion, becauſe it it be: made void, all Religion of neceffity mutt be made 
void with it. As for Example, if it continue not to be a rule of holy 
and jaſt living, then h=that negle&eth to obſerve it, finneth not ; and 
he that offendeth. not this Lzw, cannot! be.cuiſed by 1t; and he that is 
riot curſed by it, cannot Rand inineed of redemption by our Lord Jeſus 
to redeem him from the curſe thereof ; and he that needs no Redempti- 
on,needs no Redeemer ; 'and he that needs not a Redeemer, needs not 
the bleffings that come by him, nor yer a Goſpeſ# nor Ordinances to 
convey'them to him : So that if you mindit well, -you will ſee that Ta 
- - 
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phos of  Fouey FY Not, ts 1” ; the fawe f, orce dud phver now” " Apr 
wWAs at frſtg wen, becauſe the Sgriptnres pry it, 4s old; 
dead ro 4s; Gd weto it, with (ucb-liky expres which make + fern 
it doth -uot continue to = a Rule; of life? 

Anſw, Firſt, The Law continues the ani init (elf e< ENY is 
an everlaſting Ruſe of Godlineſs and Righteouſneſs to at's Generan 
ons,as hath been proved : nevertheleſs, the Law hath rio power to help 
our diſttefſes, which we lis.in now nice the Fall ; but our hetp com- 
eth by our Lor& Jeſus alone. ' As for exain ple, It canrot juftific us; nor 
ſan&ikie us ; look. Rom. 3d, 42h 87th chaiers, With mb Texts 
like them”: Ir cannot now give us life, although once it was-orda on 
for thit purpoſe, but it is now. become the Miniſtratioif Tots + 
tion, a killing lerter, out'of whoſe power there wero no (capi 
not its curſing Office taken out of-its hands by. J=ſus Chriſt ; hp rjeig 
7. 2Cor,3« with other-like places: but I cannor now Rand'to diſcourſe 
this at. large, it would tequire a. Book of it ſelf ;; neverthdleſs,T' Was 
willing to give thee a little hint or notice of theſe things, to referve 
thee from tumbling at this holy Law, as many blind andignorane ſoils 
do, who will not have i it at all; thar becauſe ir will not ſetve "them.there- 
fore they will not have it cendemn them, nor ſhew them their fin ; but 
this Office it will have in the world to the end of it, Roms.3.20. 

Queſt. 1f the whole and every tittle of the Law be for ever binding, thth | 
the fourth Command miſt be binding alſo ; and that almoſt all men are <5 
ſome think, it aboliſhed, and that we are "bound 30 kgey no. Sibhath at a 
thers think ut part! y moral, and partly ceremonial 3 others think the | Chuich 
had power to gf wer It : others think. the Apoſtles and Church in their dayes 
changed ut ; others think. that a loa part of. rec ar the wh Rand | pleaſure 
of man, is < ficient infttad of of 1 107 12168 10 
Anſw, } anſwerin the words of SHER a Kori vowel thi 


thoughts of men that they are vanity, Pſal. 94.11. forthere 1s no #ra\nmd 
for any of theſe thoughts, but the fourth Command ig tike'irs {cls 
[Ns at the beginning of the world,” and endures Tas as the wor id 
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doth but __ Np Sabie wht 
eſt, Have yonw-any thing more to ſtrengthen this proof 7? 

—_— Yea, when the Lord gave. it 6th the otter nn; in the 20; 
of Exod, he placed: it in the midit of his. Law, and wrote it With his. 
own hand, and put it into the Ark with its fellows, and.fenced it abvur 
with more Reaſons to.preſerve_ it from. violation, than he did all the 
other fix C:mmands following it; and all. thoſe Reaſons are of a mo- 
ral nature, not one of them otherwiſe ; ſo that here is no occaſion given 
of mens. ſo ftumbling ar it, as they do ; but that the Duty is ſpir:itnal, 
and rfiens hearts carmel, and they love to be wled by the fleſh, 

Queſt. Bus is there not ground to judge the Sabbuth ceremonial. from that. 
2d of the Coloſſians ? 

. Anſw, Notat all, if men did with care read and confider the Scyſp- 
tures;;. for evident it 1s; that beſides the New Moons, and holy Dayes, 
of Which there were Many; there were fout ceremonial Sabbaths in the 
ſeventh Month, as:appears, Levi, 23. 24,32,39. Which if conſidered, . 
men would be wiſer thdn.to iniploy that Text'in that unworthy Service, 
to-take away the Seventh-Day-Sabbath, eſpecially ſeeing the Sabbaths 
there mentioned,are of the nature of the New.Moons & holy Days,tha- 
dows: of things to come ;- but the Seyenth-Day-Sabbath, appoititeg to 
commemorate the great. Work paſt, But further, when God decla.. 
i | | | "eq: 
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dzth;burthe event Day; burigiveth bieBeyple in\chis Commend, ax 
free _— to work the 5 __ as if he never intended any otherS = 
bath ſhoul@bekepr-ar ul, .and yeribyAdoſer;rdhortty.Jfter givech.gom- | 
nid fotthein atfo.: All whickſhoweth ob terns bore XE 
theſe 'twoTorts'6f-Sabbaths, he.;one co contiguea;Layfog eves, whe 
orher {hidow tilt the timerof Reformatiowodly,-: /- ff ons, 4 
_  » Queſts Srernp 3155 ſo oppiſed in the:world,: ffehk;one mordor 1momore for - 
 8t5 confirmations | 4 fIbe 
Anſw, ' Our Lord Jeſus hath inthe Naw: Teftatnent; fufficiemly epn- 
. firmed ir-; Firſt in #eneral,” By relling chat the Law, in which the Sab- 
bath is inclitded; hall xemain in evexy:jot and tittle of it, till Heaven 
and Earth paſs away, and till all things be fuſhif{ed: :new we.know ma- 
ny great things, ſpoken of in the Law and Prophets;are not;yet fulfilled; 
neither *1s "Heaven and Earth in any (ence-paſſed: away, and therefore 
the Sabbath muſt remain byxbatRule, without the diminiſhing; of one 
rittle of it, Mat.5,z7; 18, 29520, . theſeTexts ar2:of ahikeamport with 
that already named, [Licks 16.117,18, Fuarenz:8, 20;314; Revell Lg. 
and 12:17,&'r4;12. Rom, 13,31, Epheſs6,x,2; 3, Withmmany other. |, 
Again, in particular to the Sabbath-it ſelf; :If our : Lord did -netin- 
tend it ſhould continue-after his Dzath, ' butbe.nayJed- to: tae Croſs with 
the other Ceremonies, *what reaſon could! there-be for him t0-adviſe his 
Difciples to;pray that thr Aivhtimight nor fallous onthe Sabbath, orat 
the fall of Ferwſalem, ſeeing ir fell ourforty: years:after-his Death?) and 
wherefore thould he- tell us ir-was! made*-forman,. and that-He,is the 
Lotd of it, if it have nobeing in his Deminions amang{}-the Children 
of men? 'Mark.2:27;28;- And beſides all rhis; doth note holy $pigir 
call ir Sabbath ; *andhow'daremotralywprms:caibit: working day.5 For 
which way can it deſervethe tame ofiai Sabbath, uf 'it;.zetaig.notthe 
nature of - a Sabbath 2: Butthis isaniAge imwhich men axe bene rawalk 
- int their own-wayes,] arid/Hicither; believe nor do apy thingthat-crofſerh 
theflehh ; otherwiſe how-were 1t poſſible for men to: ind ſo;many eva- 
fions'to keep off from fo/plain a Duty? which wasthe-conſtant praRtice 
of the Saints in the Primitivetimejanmay be ſon, Alts;3 3. 144425344. 
. and '16:13.'8& t72/Wt $:4:) Anditivablervable;thatintheformer;pf 
theſe. Texts, Att; 13.**Peaw!\ keeps Sabbath wich Gentales, and (peaks 
. not. the' feaſt word agaitM itherrPradtice,. nos intimates -pothing of; a 
meeting any other day, - af) evit that Rax/would-never have been guilty 
of, haThe known any thing of the aboliſhing, or: changingeof. the $Sab- 
'bath-day ;for how carnefly P.owl contended agamit the Genules oþſer- 
vation df Ceremonies; cinnotbeinknown, 7h 2 2 1 
| C4 ' Queſt, 
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thoufhthe Sabbath: be crauſebitned from the ſeventh to.the frſt day of thy 


-'''Anſw, Tf the Lord,or anyather by his Authority,had ſo-dope,I would 
Hot have quieſtioned his power or: wiſdom /bereim ;. but ſeeing he did it 
fi6t, bot it 1s meerly.arvinvention of man, I muſt condemnig for a wicked 
- and upgodly Practice, of which the old Serpent was the principal Au- 
thor, to cauſe the poor Jews. to{tumble art the Redeemer of the World 
to this day. | Rn 
| Qaeſt. Since Chrift and bs eApoſt les, and, Primitive S aints obſerved it, 
what is theredſon that the Jews do nat belreve in Jeſus Chriſt, ſerving Sab- 
bach-Prophanation 1s oze of ther greateſt Arguments they commonly urge 
woanſt Chriſt, andthe Chriſtian Religion 2- ; 
' Axſw. There is no cauſe to wonder at their unbelief, nor at the rea- 
ſon of it ; for how-can-we expect they ſhould ſearch the New Teſtament 
dikeently, to inform themſelves.what the mind and praQtice of Chriſt 
and his Primitive Saints was, When they-who profeſs it to be their Rule, 
-are fo extream careleſs in this-matter, that they ſuffer themſelves to be 
couzened, ſome with another day, and ſome With no day, inſtead of the 
Sabbath : now the poor Jews judging of the Religion of Chriſt, by the 
lives of the generality of thoſe that-profeſs hisName,cannot but ſtumble 
-at him, and abominate that Religion: that alloweth ſuch plain and noto- 
rions Wickedneſs, committed againſt-the ;expreſs letter of God's moſt 
holy Law; and it cannot be expe&edin reaſop-that they. ſhould repent 
'and believe, till. a : more general Reformation be found in the lives of 
: the Gentiles, that profeſs to beheve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
_ « Queſts Well-if ſuch prejudices as they take at. the Lord Fefvs, ſhould be 
* removed, how. can it1ibeclcarly proved that Chriſt Feſus, the Son of , Mary, 
who wat <rutified by Pilate, 15 (by trur Mefſkab 2. 1 | 
- "4xjw. There are many infallibleproofs of-#t ;- As firſt, The certain 
Time of-his.coming, being ſo. fairly. pointed as by.the Sctiptuies ;_if 
Jefus be-not he, this:will foow,..not only.thatwe muſt with the: Jews 
-Jook for another, but be confirained alſo.to'caſt off. the holy Scriptures,. 
- received bath: by themtand us;nand {0 ſha}l.be wholly at a loſs toknaw 
what'to believe pr reteivefor-truth;,-ia ordex to.ous eternal peace. . 
Queſt. Naise ſome of thoſe Texts, and 4 liti{ropen them, Jor:00 ſakes of 
the poor Fews, axd the blind World. ;-who, it i« to be feared, neither know 
Him, nor- intrath believe 1n Hi, but igyorantly eouſeſe bem, becauſe it ts 
- the Kell ſaga Timeszand tradition and enflon hath taught them ſq to do. 


- -- eAz[m;;Thefut:Text is Gen;4p. 19. T he Scepter {oaf not depart fram 


Judah, and the Law-giver frambetwten his feet uns! Sbuob come,end —M 
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; 6,x4,15. the-people would by force have made him King, if he 
had not by hiding himſelf avoided it ; and:that was a chazge againſt him 
at his death,. that he was King of the Jews ; 'but neither: P:/are nor the 
\ Fews could deny but that ſo He was; his right to the Crown may well 
. be perceived, by what his enemies on both parts ſay, in that 18," & x9, 
.chapters of Jeb». bur ſince Chriſt, tt e World, nor the Jews themſelves, 
cannot find any Law-giver or Prince that ſo much as preteideda right to 
the Kingdom, but are ſo diſperſed and broken, that they are. like rofind 
none, till that Prophecy be fulfilled, Zech.12. 10. has they look up- 
on him whom they pierced, to whom the Peoples, that is, the Gentiles, 
do gather, acknowledge or obey, accordingto.this Text; and impofhble 
it is, that this Text can-be fulfilled im-any that is yerto come ; for the 
Houſe of J=dah hath been wichout a Governour -o01 Law-giver this 
1600 years at leaſt, and ſo long ago, or-longer; the Meſſiah miſt b= 
come, orelſe this: Text muſt be blorred out of . the Book of 3God :; and 
3f once oſes's wiitings comeinto-queition, .then farewel all Religion 
both among Jews and Gentiles; Now'as for our Lord Jeſus, we know 
that all Prophecies ob-the Old Teſtament: are fulffHed 1nihim-;- He is a - 
n , Propher like to-ofes, , molt graciow{ly-opening and:confiiming all the 
moral-Laws ;- and m his-own obedience unto the Death, fulfilled allthe 
$ ceremonial-Laws ; and the Laws chehath :added in the New.:Teſta- 
i ment, are.ſo:fully.conftizmed by many g{orious Miracles, and are folfo- 
o ly, ju, and-geod, the end of them all tending-to advance Love-with - 
. Holmeſs: :Watneſs Baptiſm,*the Lord's Supper, and the reft of his 
fo | pointments; ſothat to his time, andin him, this Ptophecyof goodwid 
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4 Father Jeco& is ſulfi{led; bur fGince him+there hath:been ao. Lawzgiver- 
in to the Houſe of J«dah, and therefore the CHeſſiah. carmot be to e, 
it upleſs-we ſhould reje&t CMoſes's writings, ' and account them fables, 
" | which God forbid. The other two: Texts are Hagges, the 2.7, 9.:and 
- Afal..3.x. In the-former of. theſe Texts, you.have.a Promifeniade to- 
a Zerubbabel;., 


 Zirdbhabel, hit 


neegrettep Olney 
p | 
than the former builr by Solower, [although it were in. conpatifanof.it 
25 nothing ; ;yea, ſo;greata difference was there between them, : for all 
outward gloxy; that the:old men thathad ſees thefirt Houſe, lanierited 
the meannefsof this-latter Houfe, !1ag:much as the young mervrejoyced 
atits Gloty,Exre 3:12, L3. So that it is:evidenr'to every.indifferenc 
CO man, that the coming of Chriſt to.that Houſe while jyvee< 
mainzd, 


Tame achath a ie lodich Gikey; 521, eonepetrey Gives 


ſhould be the great Glory.promiſed to it. Likewiſe'the Pro- 
miſe in'Matuchs:cuts off all cavels about the matter, for-there the Pro- 
. miſe ruas clear, The Lord whom: ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come: to his 'Tems- 
ple ,' the Meſſenger of the Covenant, whos ye delight in, And: if it be 
conſidered, no man candoubt. but that our Lord Jeſus is the Chrilt, who 
cdid:come-to.that Temple, and 'by his Preſence, and bleſſed Do&rine, 
made it2lorious, even: while it was yet fianding : : for if theſe Texts 
be not fulfilled in Chriſt our Lord, they never can be fulfilled at all ; for 
the Promiſes'were made of his caming,; tothat Temple which Zerubba- 
ble built, and-cannot be underſtood of one that: is yer tobe built, : al- 
though it ſhould be built the next month ;: for that: canmever be ſaidto 
bz done ſuddenly, that remains ſo many. hundred years undone, as. it is 
fince Malachi wrote.; neither if the AMeftah ſhonld come: to another 
'Femple: not yet in being, would it fignifie-any thingas to the falftlling 
.of any Promiſe made concerning thatiTempley then which Zerubbabr/ 
- built ; bur-the Promiſes were made to: that Temple then known and in 
' being, if ever thoſe Prophets intended theirmeaning ſhould be known 
© by their wards ; and therefore we muſt own our Lord: Jeſus for the-true 
Meſliah and! Saviour of mankind, or elſe reject Mofes and the Prophets, 
or pur-out the'eye of our underſtanding and reaſon. 6-04 
' Queſt. Have you ſome further proof of thic great Truth ? | |; :: 
Avfw. [The glorious Miracles which he:did: in the dayes of !hisfleſh, 
;und:his Miniſtzrsafter him, ſo-ptentifultyTecorded in; the'New:Feſta- 
aneht,-bean evidentwitneſs: of the truth of his being. ſent::ofr:God ; 
Whozthatis not affifted with ommpotency, ' can grve eyes:to:the blind, 
yea, to: thoſe born blind ; arid: cure ſuch as are lame from: thewwomb ; 
-Eaftourt Devils by'a word of command ;* raiſe the dead fonr dayes dead, 
'with-cures of alt kinds ? , SE pad (1 * 2915117 (12-071 
: —_— may not an-anbelieving perſon ſay, how ſhallthetrath ofiall 
s be known? © ' | eboggh! 
Anſw, To which Iſay, where:is the-Book, the Author,or Record;that 
. :coutd ever be produced, that hath:ſubſtantially diſcovered the falfiry of 
: the Records:of the NewcTeftament ?- af :not, :weanay!be'ſupz it isimolt 
_ Ws NN a - true ; 
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- ' Azſ»..- The Prophecies that went before' of him. where he-ſbpuld þe; 


born, and'of whoim,. a Virgin of. the Houſe of David; what:he,ſhould; 
ſuffer,, and by what hands; howhe ſhould be numbred with.tranſgreſ- 
ſors, be.pierced,, his garments parted, lots caft upon his veſture,, and: 
He ſold for 39 pieces. of Silver, which ſhould'come:into, the Potters- 
hands ;. with whatſoever .was Written in th Qld. Teſtament of the Meſ- 
fab, it was toa tittle fulfilled 10 our Lord eſus,and that :n.the very let- 


* ter,of,it.z ſothat here is no place left for our doubting, if malice blind. 


not our.underſtandings. - 

Queſt. 7s there any thing more to be ſaid to this point 7 = 

Anſw. Yea, this may be further added as. a proof in the caſe, The- 
holineſs & unſpottedneſsof his Life andDoMiine. As:for-hig.Norine 
it ſpeaks for its ſelt, and lies fair to be ſeenin the'New.Teſtamens; and 
2s for his Life, although many ſcandals were raiſed upon-him,, as if. he 
were 2 friend of publicans-and finners, a Devil, a Sabbath- breaker, yet 
no jot of this dirt can ſtick to this ſpotleſs Lamb ; for whaſoeverſhall 
make the cloſeſt ſearch and ſcruteny into his actiens, ſhall ſee.thatzthat 
which ſeems moſt probable to be true, is moſt falſe; how-fars are his: 
cures on the Sabbath from breaking the Sabbath-> the.man that he com- 
manded to carry his bed, who had been 38 years ſick, was an a&t:on ſo 
far from breaking the Sabbath,, that there was nothing like that could 
have been done or.iaid, that could have preached Chritt ſo canvincing- 
ly to theConſciencgsof menzto be the Anointed of-God, that they might: . 
believe and be ſaved; ſo neither this nor any: thing elſe can manitfelt: 
the lea(t evil in him; bur.contrarily, his. Life.is:\o innocent, that in 
the face of his greateſt oppoſers, he. could ſay,, Which of you: comvinceth- 
we of fin ?- John 8.46. ; 

Queſt: Indeed Holineſs #5 a glorious Argument, and much tends to flop: an 
enemits month ; bnt if you have anothar, let mhear 1t.? _ | 

Azſw.. have two more, and the haſt of them is, The conſtant Ex= 
perience of all true Bekevers inall Ages; never Uid any perſon.co to 
the Father by prayer and ſupplication in his neceſſity, asking.in Chriſt's: 
Name,and according to his Commandment believing in Him, that ever 
was diſappointed of his, hope. This not.only, I have. many hundred ex- 


periences of, but it is-2 general caſe; all the. truly Faithful knge, Chit ® F 


to.this day,.can ſer their ſeal to this Tzuth... - FINS 
Quelt, Experience # a firong Argument, but let #1 haar 1owr ig Tong | 
WIF.2?: | 4 af, yg 
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| * Hoſe, My lift is not my 1eath, ir-is raen fide har glaftolif Tell” 
|  mony char God gave of him in his Deach and Refurre&ion. Firſt at his 
Death, The Datkbeſs rharwasfromthe fixch Hoar <o the ninch ;- thatis, . 


from, chaz you call 12 a Clok, to.thatyou fall 3 ok in the afterndon, 
isa car manifeſtacion,that God, accounted his enemies cruelty agatnſt . 
im, a blak aMﬀion ; for this darkneſs could come from no'naturatcaile,” 
the Paſsover b:ing alwayes at a Full Moon, 'and therefore in the Norrh 
and North-Eaſt at that time of the day, far enough from caufing any 
Eclipſe, and he died at the time of the Paſgover, all this is bsyond dif- 
pute. Secondly, The Vailetf the Temple renc in twain, from the top 
to the bottome, this being 4 hanging of Twenty Cubires long, where it 
was by the Miniſters of the Temple; Chriſt's deadly enemies, kept ſafe 
enough from any hand of earthly-man, none btit a Meſſenger from Hea- 
ven.could renc ic; again,the Earth did quake,and the Rocks rent, which 
could not be, but by an omnipotent Power ; all which made the Centu- 
rion and his Company, though in all probability they were Heathens, 
being Souldiers in Czſars Army,cry out, and ſay, Truly this was the Son 
of God ; and if Souldiers,' who are commonly rude perſons, eſpecially 
when they have ſuch Maſters as they had, if they could not chuſe but ſee 
this, how much more ſhould all men confider and take notice of God's 
Teſtimony ſo gloriouſly born on his behalf. Th;rdly, The ReſurreRi- 
on of Chriſt proves it beyond exception. | 
Queſt. Tea, bat bow ſhall that be proved clearly ? V2 
Auſw, There be three evident proofs of .it; 1, The witneffes'of it 
| are a conſiderable number, not leſs than Five hundred at once; 1 Cor. 
I5.6, 7, 8. and ſome of theſe diedfor this Teſtimony ; and what their *+ 
holy Dorine and Life was, is to. be ſeen in the New Teſtament, and 
neither credit nor profit was to be gained by this Teſtimony ; befides 
two of theſe witneſles were ſuch, as had they not been extraordinarily 
convinced of the truth of it, would not have believed it themſelves : 
Thomas ſproclaiming his unbelief, till he felt and ſaw the print of the 
nailes, and thruſt his hand into his fide, which the Spear had made, 
obn 20, 24, 25. And as for Paul, he perſecuted this Teſtimony unto 
the death, and had his hand in the blood of Stephenfor it, not altering | 
| his bloody purpoſe, till by a Voice and a Light from Heaven, he was 
- ſmitten blind, and unto the earth, and he made to know, that that Je- 
ſus whom he perſecuted in his People,was rifien and aſcended, 2. The 
miſerable. excuſe that was made to blind-the Peoples underſtandings, 
that they might not believe he was riſen, proves it evidently , for he 
was.laid in a Tomb which had a ſtone ſo great on the top of it, that the 
'good Women Were in care to get-it Iemoved, when they came Go; | 
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left his Diſciptes ſhon{d Real him, who were ſo 


anoint him. Alſo there was a ſtrong guard of Sculdiefs fet to watch, © 


<-pchuftnacneerimcts theaich OR of their own. 
ives, tharthey-durſt nor meecburin, the, nighe, anunlikely compalpy to 
Np nts dead body from a bind Souter Bur bly to 
make the work believe that theſe. poor*frighred men Role: him"away 


while they {lzpt, 1s moſt impoſſible ; for who.can believe that the whole 


Guard ſhouly be aſleep all at once ? or who can believe his. Diſciples 
durſt venture to roul off that Stone in the midſt of thoſe Armed men, 
to (teal his Corps from them, they being ſet there on purpeſe to-prevenr 


' them from this a& ? muchlefs was it poſſible for them to be able to oiye 


a jult account -whether he were 'tollen away, or riſen again, if they 
had been'allaſl:epindeed; and it is not at all likely, that thoſe armed 
Souldiers ran from the Sepulchre to the High Prieſt in ſuch a fear, be- 
caule the Diſciples had ftole him ; but indeed becauſe the'Angel of the 
Lord ternfied them away from that fruitleſs work : Neither yet can it 
enter into any mans heart to believe, that ever the Prieſts and Elders 
of the Fews, would ever go about to perſwade the Governour to Peace 
and reconciliation with thoſe Souldiers,that had ſo much negleRed their 
ducy,to ſuffer him to bz Role,if indeed he had been fitole, but they would 
much rather haye perſwaded:him to take them, and hang them up eve- 
ry man of them, for their negligence, if it had not manifeltly appear- 
ed, that Jeſus, whom they cauſed to be crucified, was indeed riſen aga?n 
from the dead. Thirdly, andlaftly, Beſides the wonderful Miracles 
his Apoſtles did workin his Name ; the Gifts beſtowed vpon them fo 
ſuddenly, after his Aſcention, according to the Promiſe made to them, 
the which we read of, As 2.1,to the 11,” proves it'clearly:- fot from 
whence could poor Fiſher-men, ignorant and unlearned, at an iffftance 
attain ſuch Gifts of Knowledge, Courage, Uttetance, as is there ex- 
preſt, but that it muRt needs be by thz Power of thz holy Spirit? To all 
which I only ask chis queltion, I defire that the moltunbelieving Jews, 
will tet{ me what th2y expect from the Mzthah they look for, or what 
they can think hz ſhould be, that Jeſus Chriſt is not > When this is fo-- 
berly anſwered, I will ſefPen to Paper again, if the Lord pleafe that 
I live.to ſez4t ; in the Mean time, aSone defiring the Salvation both of 
Jews and Gentiles, Itntreat all'men to conſider the main grounds of 


. Religion, and to get ſuch ſound Prineiples for the Foundation thEreofy 


as Will ſubltantially bear up che-whole body of it, 
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| eMbrief eAnſwer toWilliam Ruſſel, in: 

| a Pook of his,entituled, No Seventh- 
Day-Sabbath in Chriſt's New Teſta- 
ment. 


Lthough that which I have written already, is enovgh to ſtop the 
A mouths.of all Oppoſers of God's mc({} holy Laiv, yet becauſe 
the ignorance and folly of men is ſo great in this day, I ſhall add a 
few Words. to What I have wiitten already, upon the occafion of a late 
Book I have ſeen,intituled, The Sevemth-Day- Sabbath not Commanded by 
Teſus Chriſt in the New Teſtament ; but I dehre thee, good Reader, not 
ro expe&that I ſhould waſte my time,-r be at the colt, to followrillizm 
Ruſſel with a Reply to that green-headed Piece of his, that confifteth 
for the molt part of it, of Debates and Reaſonings of other men ; but 
I ſhall apply my ſelf ro touch briefly ſome few paſlages ailerted by #;1l;- 
am himſelf. 

Aad firſt}to that learned Aflertian in the 12th page of his Book,where 
he concludeth, fince his eyes were opened, that the Ter Words being a- 
bolijhed,as the firſt Covenant, to do for Life, they cannot continue as a Rule of 
Life - the diſtiu(tion FY, ſo 21IQes that 1 ts grourdleſs. 

To which I anſwer, I is well you confeſs them to be the firſt Cove- 
nant, and once given for Life ; the good Lord give thee and others 
Wiſdom to take notice of, the time when it was: ſo given, for it could 
never give Life ; therefore ir muſt be in that day when it would have 
continued Life ta eternity,if 1t had been kept ; and therefore be not ſo 
witleſs. as to think, that when God gave his Law at S:ar, as a Rule of 
Life, (for-thy ſelf confefieſt that ſo he did to Jews and Proſelytes) that 
then he intended it as a Covenant to do for Life ; for if he did, he muſt 
intend-to condemn them all : for nothing is more evident, than thar 
they were all ſinners; and impeſſible it is, that thou canſt deny it to be 

againſt this. Law they ſinned : For thou affirmeſt in the 37 page of th 
Book, That the New Covenant was not in force till after the Death of C brik. 
therefore they could not, according to thy judgement, fin againſt that 
Covenant :: nd thy ſelf confeſſeſt in the 23 page, That there 1s but 
to, afirſt and a ſecond ;, and that is the only Truth, almoſt, aſſerted by 
thee; for ſuch a piece of 3gnorance and folly,l think never ſaw-the light. 
| . : it 
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32 will not conſent to this, Þd6lies 


away- the main Piller of all his building : bac.your skill-in the 


Divinity is.well ſeen, when this diſtin&tion.is too nice for you :- You - L. 


- are like to make good ſence of the Epiſtles to the Rowans and Galatians 
and4he Scriptures in general ; therefore for ſhame retraQt thy work, and- 
buy a Catechiſm, and place thy ſelf under the Miniftry-of ſome guide, 
that is able to inſtruſt thee in the main Points of Religion at leaſt, that 
thou be not a ſhame to thy ſelf, and to all that are in communion With 
thee. Compare theſe words with what is expreſt in the 20 page, name- 
ly, That ander this Law, no believing Gentile can be, becauſe it mas given 
ro none but Fews and Proſeljted Gentiles, Well, if this be all true, then 
the reſt of the world were under no Covenant at all. Oh rare Divini- 
ty! Burſecondly, Tke notice of your skill in diſtinguiſhing between 
Proſelyted Gentiles, and believing Gentiles, as if the Proſelytes mult 
needs be unbelievers 3 if they believed not, what made ther joyn them- 
ſelves to the Lord and his People ? You Sabbath-Breakers are excellent 
Logicians ; but very filly in the uſe of Reaſon. Oh lay by that vain de- 
cett, that makes you ſwell with folly and pride, and in humility ſearch 
the holy Scriptures, and be not ſo abſurd as to believe, that nothing is - 
New Covenant, but What is writ fince the Death of Chrilt, and given 
to the Gentiles, and that all given forth before, and that hath been com- 
mitted to the Jews, muſt needs be Old Covenant;Theſe and ſuch-liks 
Do&rines you would perſwade vs againſt the Sabbath withal : the Lord 
ſend 'you all more wit. I have ftriven by writing and reaſoning, all I 
could, to put a ſtop to thoſe ſwarms of Erxors you have run into, to a- 
void Sabbaih-keeping ; and I intended my Book, 'to ſee if you would 
confider it, and intended to exerciſe Patience with you yet, being ex- 
ceedingly unwilling the world ſhould know your folly : but your ſelves 
pfoclaim- your own thime; and if I ſhould till be Gilent, the warld 
would think that we were all alike; therefote I can do no leſs than d:ar 
a Tefiimony againſt your folly, although I have ſomethingelfe todo, 
than to follow you in your Wild-gooſe chaſe, Obſerve one note more 
out of the 24 page, Where he confefſeth, That all Adams wnbelieving 
Children are bonnd to obſerve the firſt Covenant, and ſhell be charged if they 
breck.nt. And here you may note bythe way, how directly contrary he 
19-to:himſelf, inthe 12 page,and 20-page.. But ſecondly, he faith, That 
now ſince he believed, he 15 none of Adams ſtock, i: Fothis Janſwer, That 
if he had good ſtore of Land, ſome body would ſoon be with the King 
to'beg him. But ſecondly, I ſay, Abetwas a true believer, yet og 
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ble of the Law-was written in the heart of Adams, for this reaſon ;- be- 

cauſe he had no Neighbour, Now I ſay, no man need to wonder that 

th:Sabbath is denied'to be naturally moral, if not any of the fix laſtCom. 

mands'be , and -ſure I believe they were never written fairer in any 
mans heart, than in Adams in innocency, Chriſt alone excepted : but” 
it ſeems he doth not think the Lord wiſe enough to mike a Law at once 

for ever, to bind all Ages and Conditions of men, but that upon every 

change of condition he mult give him a new Law, or the old in a new 

form at leaſt. 

And inthe 37 page, He denieth- Chriſt's Mediatorſhip to be cf force 
till finice his Death. And in the 35 and 36 pages, he aftrmeth, thar, 
when the ten Words were given at Sinai as a Rule of Life, they were alſo gi- 
ven to do for Life, and the breakers curſed withoms Mercy, The very na- 
ming of thele things, is enough to reprove the folly of them. Sure the 
Jadgement of God is upon this mans- right eye. What is become of 
Abraham, Moſes, and all the PatNiachs and Prophets, doth he think > 
Or, is there any other way to Salvation, than through New-Covenant- 
Mercy, But now-you ſee the mans heart, ſo willing he is-to be rid of the 
Sabbath, that rather than he will keep that, he will pack the Goſpel and 
it out of daors together ; yea, his-own received Plinciple, the Redemp- 
tion of all mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, And this is his reaſon in the 38- 
page, Wherefore he doth not keep Sabbath ; namely, Becauſe Chriſt, as 
Mediator of the New Teſtament, hath not commanded it ; and he ſaith, no- 
thing but what h» bath ſo commanded # hv duty, Now obſerve the true 
conſequence of theſe opinions ; if nothing be (. R-) his duty, bur 
what Chritt, as Mediator, hath commanded : What neceſſity could 
W. ſtand in of his Dzath at all? for if Chriſt had-not come to bring him 
a Law to fin againſt, he had none it ſeems to fin againſt before, and To 
could ſtand in no need of: blood to cleanſe him ? 

Aeain,- if nothing be his duty, but. what Chriſt hath fo comman- 
ded,: then you muſt know, that no part of the Old Teſtament, nor much 
of the New, is any part of #/iams Bible ; and what need hz have put 
himſelf to ſomuch trouble, to frame fo many quibling arguments to 
- . help bimſelf againſt Mar. 5, he might have only ſaidit was given forth 

| before the Death of - Chriſt, and it had been as good as all thoſe arguts- 
ments, anda thouſand more, but /. had forgot that anſwer, or ee he 
truſted: more- to his Logick,s than to.that anſwer : for thoſe that have 
200d Skill. in-that art,-car-prove. that a Fox hath eight legs, .to hima'that 
_ <4 never 


kane thin atid yer I believe Widow: Ruſe/is 28 trily deſcentied from 
Adams as he Was.” And in the 20 page he denieth, [that thefetond Tas 
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- Can you never perſwade him; that a-F6x hath-niorexthan four legs.: 'And 


for that Text, Mat.5, and Fames 2, hath more Qrengrli to'prove the per= 
-petuity of the Sabbath, than all the Logic: ans inButkscan take off : and* 
that Mr. /ves-well knew, when, to rid himſelf of ' thoſe Fexts, /he-told 
his. Antagoniſts, .T hoſe Books did nos: belong'to:m Gentiles, 'but were writ- 
ten to the Jews, and. belonged only to them, TENSE THE 
| .. Andi cannot - bur obterve one- paflage more 1n the'54 page. of his 

Book, where he afhirmeth,*that, Oxr: Sawviours Dottrine: and Prattice; 
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Tots Lay, 'F 
E Prov.26:3,4-5: 2: Iwas in fear he would greatly diſhonour the Goſ- 
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Wherefore I aw fo ſhary in wy Anſwer 16; Rufſel 7 
Pay rooghc of Solomon ſo to do in ſuch a cafe, as this, 


when he was going to print, and defired to (ee his Copy,and to rea- 
ſon-with him-firſt, bur! he- would not, and *cis juſt to laſh him that is 
paſt Counſel. | | | 
The ſecond Qreſtion I expeR, is, #herefore I do not as wel anſwer 
Mr, Ives,.4s he? : A 
To this I ſay, iFor his:Book, Mr. Breborn hath anſwered it ; but for 
his diſpute, I have in part, and ſhall in a few words more, give ſome lit- 
tle account of it, the-naming whereof 1s anſwer enough . When he be- 
gan, he denied the Seventh-day-Sabbath upon this account, That it was 
R2ver given to the Gentiles , neither by the Law of Nature, nor by the Law 
of Moſes, *nor yet by the Law of Chriſt , and his whole diſcourſe was to 
this eF:Q:; ſo that the Appendix of his diſpute is in thoſe words ; which 
to anſwer is enough ; and truly the anſwer to them is needleſs, if we 


lived in an Age where Wiſdom is to b: found. For what man of any 
:xeaſonable underſtanding, bur muſt needs ſee that this Arrow is ſhok at 


O 


the heart of the Scriptures, as well as the Sabbath : the whole Old Te- 


Ramenc being as well denied to bz a Rule of Life to the Gentiles, as 
the fourth Commandment : for all men know, fhat as many as ever the 
'Ofd Teſtament was given to,the Sabbath was given to : and he all along 
thr@phourt the whole diſpute, made it his bufineſs to deny the Sabbath 
was ever given to any People, or the obſervation thereof required at 
their hands, ſave the Stock of Iſrael, and thoſe that Proſelyted them- 
elves, and came and lived in the Confines cf Plrftinz ; and it was 
no flip of the tongue, nor an Arrow ſhot at a venture, but his mind and 
intention to exclude all the Scriptures that ever were Written to the 
Fews, from being any Law or Rule of Life to us Gentiles, is manifeſt, 
im that he denied the Goſpel of Matthew, the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
and the Epiſtle of Fames, only for that reaſon, becauſe they were writ- 
ten to the Jews, and ſo concerned not us Gentiles. And kis excepti- 
on againſt the {Sabbath, was not that which 1s common to ſome others; 
namely, that it-was of a differing nature from the other mn- : but be- 
cauſe it was Moſesr's Law, and therefore-never given to the Geinitiles, 
I 'necd give no anſwer to this, having ſaid enough to this point before, 


I \ _ In the former part of my Book : nerther when I began to write,did 1 in- 


tend to meddle with diſputes, but did think this Errouf ſo ſordid, that 
ut would die of it ſelf, and I had no pleaſure to give ita ra: + 
be ' 
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there be yet ſome no wiſer than to build upon this man ## aw 
therefore I have given thee(good Reader)a true acconnt of thixDiſpube 

ſo much magnified. Now for to follow theſe menwith apy further repiys”” 
than barely to diſcover their Errours, I cannot ſee it reaſonably to be 
expeRed, until firſt themſelves have declared what Books, or parts of © 
Books, of the New Teftament, they do own as a Rule of Life to bind. © 
the Conſciences of believing Gentiles, that we may know by what Texts 
of holyScriprute the controverſy ſhall be decided: for if we ſhould-prove, * 

the Sabbath a duty from Aatthew, the Ats,or Jewes, and they, or any of 
them, that ny the ten Commandments, ſhould anſwer, Theſe Books 

were given to the Jews, and concern not the Gentiles, all our labour 

is loſt ; but when you have called a Council, and agreed this amon 

your ſelves, then ſhall you have a fuller Anſwer, if it be needful, as 


» 


required, if I live to ſee it. 


